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Meeting Location 
Independence Holiday Inn  

4th and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, PA 
 

 5:30 p.m. Social Time  

 6:15 p.m. Dinner  

 7:00 p.m. Business and Program 
 

Announcements 

Upcoming Meetings & Events 
 Sept 26th thru Oct 8th— CSI Fall National Exam 

 October 24th — Monthly Meeting —  
 Philadelphia  Facade Ordnance  

 Presented by Hill International 

 November 28th— Monthly Meeting—Topic TBD 

 January 23rd—Monthly Meeting—Topic TBD 

 February 27th—Monthly Meeting—Topic TBD 

 March 26th—Monthly Meeting—Topic TBD 

 April 23rd—Monthly Meeting—Topic TBD 

 May 28th—Monthly Meeting—Topic TBD 
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Announcements 

Thank You! 
The CSI Philadelphia Chapter and Charter School for Architecture + Design would like to thank the following Sponsors 

for supporting this years golf outing held on September 12, 2011 at the Makefield Highlands Golf Course: 

 Conspectus 

 Mid-Atlantic Agents / Dorma 

 Polygon 

 RAM-TECH 

 Advanced Chemical Technologies 

 Holiday Inn 

 Kynar 500 

 Pennoni 

 Rulon 

 Structural Maintenance Systems 

 Unifrax 

 Mohawk 

 

 Stego Industries 

 Van Burris 

 Xypex 

 Advanced Color Graphics 

 Construction Sales Group 
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Presidents View 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Chapter year is starting. Make 

your reservations now. Mark your calendar 
for Monday, September 26. Then join your 
friends and colleagues to learn about the 
new International Green Construction 
Code. 
 
I spent this past week attending the 55th       
annual CONSTRUCT 2011 and the CSI           
National Convention in Chicago with four 
other chapter members, Sara Sweeney,     
Jennifer Faller, Lee Anne Slattery, and    
Douglas Cohen. The attendance was nearly 
4,000, up 7% compared to the convention 
in Philadelphia last year. And the general 
feeling about the industry from those I 
talked with seemed to be positive. A        

refreshing change compared to the last two 
years. 
 
The culmination of the convention was the 
awards presentation. Philadelphia Chapter 
members received two communications 
awards. Steve and Connie Lawrey were        
recognized for their Philadelphia Chapter 
Host Highlights Digital Scrapbook, a picture 
depiction of the 54th Annual CSI National 
Convention. Conspectus (yours truly) was 
recognized for TechTips, a monthly       
technical brief to educate the construction 
industry. Both of these awards were the 
direct result of our Chapter nominations 
and submissions. 
 
I had the pleasure of attending two,              
exclusive, invitation only meetings at the  
convention. The first was organized by Walt 
Marlowe, Institute Executive Director. The 
purpose was to discuss a new CSI program: 
the Master Specifiers Retreat. Specifiers 
may apply to attend this event at the CSI 
website http://www.csinet.org/msr.        
Application deadline is October 31. This 
event will offer educational sessions and 
one-on-one meetings with manufacturers 
in a resort setting in Tucson, AZ.  Sign up 
now to be considered for this first time 
event. 
 

The second was a meeting with Paul        
Bertram, Institute President. This meeting 
was about the future of specifications and 
BIM. Paul is committed to making CSI the 
industry leader for the standard and         
method of integrating specs and BIM. The 
group will be meeting over the next several 
months to develop some of the ideas that 
were discussed. The result could be an       
exciting new CSI program that will greatly 
benefit members and the industry. Stay 
tuned.  I will update the status as it              
develops. 
 
At the Mid Atlantic Region Caucus, there 
was discussion of rethinking and                   
reorganizing the Region structure to suit 
the needs of the  Philadelphia chapter and 
other chapters that the Region represents. 
The Region structure may not emulate the 
Institute structure as it has in the past. The 
focus for the Region's activities may shift to 
educating future  chapter leaders. The state 
of the Region will become better defined in 
the coming months. 
 
I look forward to s seeing you at the           
September meeting. 

 

 

   
   

By: David Stutzman 

AIA, CSI, CCS, SCIP 

http://www.csinet.org/msr
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We are currently looking for members who want to help 

make the Philadelphia Chapter of CSI an important role player 

in the construction industry. There are plenty of ways to be 

involved. Come to our next meeting and find out how you can 

help! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CSI Philadelphia Membership 

CSI Philadelphia is made up of a diverse group of professionals working 

in the construction industry. This diversity provides a great opportunity 

to meet other members in different fields of the construction industry 

and provides a great audience for advertising your company, products 

or services. Please feel free to contact us If you are interested in becom-

ing a member, advertising in our publication or setting up a tabletop 

presentation at one of our meetings. 

Advertisers 
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PER-SPEC-TIVES  

OTHER PERSPECTIVES, OPINIONS, EXPRESSIONS, IMPRESSIONS, THOUGHTS AND IDEAS ABOUT THE NOBLE  

PROFESSION OF SPECIFICATIONS WRITING-- OPEN FOR, AND SEEKING DISCUSSION  

 

 

 

 NO. 139  

YOUR INDULGENCE, PLEASE  

ōȅ wŀƭǇƘ [ƛŜōƛƴƎΣ w!Σ /{LΣ /5¢Σ /ƛƴŎƛƴƴŀǝΣ hI  

Your indulgence please while we recite the 

current situation.  

At the present time construction projects  

involve at least two major contracts. The 

owner is contractually connected to the     

design   professional, who designs the        

project; and separately to the contractor who 

will build the project.  

Under the first, two functional documents are        

involved, in addition to the basic Agreement-- 

these, of course are the drawings and the 

specifications. By tradition, this combine of 

documents has provided the information 

needed, in basic form, to build the specific 

project as designed for and approved by the 

owner.  

Also, by tradition, the contractor is              

responsible for transmitting back to the   

owner via the design professional, additional 

drawings and documents in the form of shop 

drawings, and other submittals. Years ago 

these were considered to be verification of 

what was being provided for the project.   

Today, though they are considered evidence 

that the   contractor understands the design 

concept and what is to be done to accomplish 

its construction. The change in the basis of 

consideration is primarily one of legal intent.  

Submittals, generally, are under attack.     

Contractors view them as needless nuisances 

of no particular value except to increase    

project cost. Professionals see them as       

additional work to be reviewed largely     

without added compensation, and added 

items of liability exposure if the professional 

is not extremely careful in how the review is 

conducted and how return comments are 

worded. Courts hold, quite often, that        

reviewed and particularly “approved”        

documents *use of the words “reviewed” and 

“approved” have vacillated for several years, 

in regard to what, exactly, the professional 

role would be+ make the professional          

liable-- the disclaimer statements and stamps 

notwithstanding! So for the moment let’s 

hold that NO submittals are to be required.  

We also are seeing evidence that the owners 

view specifications as added cost items of 

little or marginal value, and hence they seek 

to reduce or even eliminate them. Owners 

fully know the massive changes in drawing 

production attributable to the use of CAD 

production methodology. Other than use of 

master specifications on a repetitive basis, 

streamlined wording and computerized word 

processing, there is little new or revolutionary 

in specification writing and production. So 

owners are saying, more and more, "Just use 

our standards and forget the specifications". 

*This is increasingly the attitude in many   

larger corporations+. Only problem-- those 

standards are often out of date *fewer and 

fewer owners still maintain a central           

engineering function to update standards, 

etc.+. In addition, without the formal           

envelope in which specifications operate 

there is no enforcement authority within 

owners’ standards *other than contractual 

language+ and nothing that deals the function 

of doing or how to do things. Standards deal 

primarily with what will be used, i.e., what 

material, system, or program.  
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PER-SPEC-TIVES  

OTHER PERSPECTIVES, OPINIONS, EXPRESSIONS, IMPRESSIONS, THOUGHTS AND IDEAS ABOUT THE NOBLE  

PROFESSION OF SPECIFICATIONS WRITING-- OPEN FOR, AND SEEKING DISCUSSION  

So now if all of this is packaged and put in 

place, there may be a design concept that is 

turned over to the contractor for execution. 

There will be no system of check and           

balances in the project work, and with more 

and more owners opting out of contract    

administration *as a service of their design 

professional+ there is only minimal              

observation of the construction in progress. 

This directly impugns the traditional concept 

of the two contracts whereby the               

professional is set out as the policing agency 

to ensure that contractor perform properly 

*i.e., as required by the documents+ and will 

produce what the owner expects and is       

obligated to pay for.  

Should there be a change from the traditional 

contract documents—Agreement, Drawings 

and Specifications—to merely Agreement and 

Drawings? Fraught with danger and            

problems, and worst, in the eyes of            

professionals and their specifications         

writers—minimization, but little if any         

reduction in liability. Even the more modern 

“plans and specs” contracts of professionals 

would be further reduced, but still will               

maintain the perceived lines of liability and 

need to expend money to defend against         

lawsuits, improperly brought. Can we be far 

from producing a preliminary rendering that 

is then given over to the contractor for            

execution? That should produce some VERY 

INTERESTING projects! Projects of virtually 

unknown scope, little  detail, no explicit in-

tent or content, and  wholly produced as the 

contractor desires, pleases, or deems proper. 

The owner is left to “buying a pig in a poke” 

*to use an old adage+ which entails merely 

accepting and paying for “whatever” is 

turned over as “finished project”.  

ÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆÆ 



September 2011 

 8 

Architectural News 

Celebrating Americas 
Birthplace from William 
Penn to Rocky 
.ȅ ¢ƴŜƳŜŎ IƛƎƘ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ /ƻŀǝƴƎǎ 

From its beginnings as the centerpiece of 

American history, to its emergence as one of 

the largest metropolitan areas in the U.S., the 

city of Philadelphia has represented a rich mix 

of commercial and residential districts that  

intermingles a broad range of architectural 

styles. “At the core of the City’s uniqueness is 

its architecture, which throughout history has 

reflected the cultural, political, and social     

issues of the times,” according to AIA            

Philadelphia. 

Echoing this view, the Philadelphia Inquirer  

observed, “The city boasts an architectural  

lineage longer and more varied than that of 

almost any other place in America, ranging 

from the Lilliputian colonial-era houses along 

Elfreth’s Alley to the gargantuan, newly minted 

Comcast Center, the country’s tallest green 

skyscraper.” 

At the heart of the city is its downtown area, 

known locally as Center City, where tall        

buildings such as Comcast Center, One Liberty 

Place, BYB Mellon Center and Three Logan 

Square mingle with well-defined                 

neighborhoods and many of Philadelphia’s 66 

National Historic Landmarks. 

Among Center City’s distinctive neighborhood 

districts is Rittenhouse Square, which was       

designated as one of “North America’s Top 12 

Public Squares” by the Project for Public Spaces 

(PPS). “The space is among the best-used        

public spaces in the United States,” the PPS 

stated in its profile of the district.  “A variety of 

buildings, most of them architecturally notable, 

surround the park: elegant turn-of-the-century 

apartment buildings, brownstones, and the 

mansions that make up the Curtis Institute and 

Art Alliance, as well as modern high-rises.” 

Other neighborhoods and districts in Center 

City include Elfreth’s Alley, which is the         

country’s oldest residential neighborhood; the 

affluent Society Hill with its cobblestone streets 

and brick row houses; and Washington Square, 

home to the city’s antique row and the       

country’s oldest hospital, Pennsylvania         

Hospital. 

Dissecting the northwest quadrant of Center 

City is the mile long Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

designed in 1917 to imitate the Champs- Élysée 

in Paris. Along the Parkway lies the city’s Art 

Museum District featuring the Academy of  

Natural Sciences, Rodin Museum, the Franklin 

Institute and Benjamin Franklin National      

Memorial, and the Philadelphia Museum of Art 

that was featured in the Oscar-winning film 

Rocky. 

The Parkway intersects with Philadelphia City 

Hall, which the American Institute of Architects 

(AIA) designated as “the greatest single effort 

of the late 19th century American                   

architecture.” When the AIA asked architects 

and the general public to rank their favorite 

buildings, the City Hall was picked as the fourth 

favorite government building behind the White 

House, the U.S. Capitol and the U.S. Supreme 

Court, freelance writer Sandy Smith reported in 

an article for City Mayors. “The building is 

graced with 250 works of sculpture, from great 

ones like the 37-foot-tall statue of (William) 

Penn atop its tower – the tallest sculpture on 

any building anywhere – to humorous            

flourishes like the cat-and-mouse motif found 

in the building’s south portal,” Smith noted. 
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Architectural News 

A National Historic Landmark, Philadelphia City 

Hall was constructed in French Second Empire 

Architecture over a 30-year period, from 1871 to 

1901. “Records indicate that 88,000,000 red 

bricks and 300,000 pressed or glazed bricks 

were used in the construction of the building.,” 

{¢w¦/¢¦w9{ magazine revealed. 

In 1998, a major renovation of the City Hall’s 

exterior was initiated. “It was to include            

rehabilitation of exterior masonry, stone             

sculptures and carvings, ornamental cast iron, 

windows and air conditioners, roofing and        

flashings,” {¢w¦/¢¦w9{ magazine stated.  

“Every piece of cast iron was thoroughly cleaned 

to sound metal with needle guns to remove old 

lead paint and rust. The residue was collected, 

put in metal drums, and treated as hazardous 

waste. Surfaces were immediately primed to 

prevent rust bloom. Sound pieces of cast iron 

could remain in place, renewing fasteners with 

stainless steel. Fasteners of ornamental pieces 

applied to enclosing plates were also replaced 

with stainless steel. 

Minor repairs of cast iron were made on site 

using stainless steel reinforcement, although 

major repairs required metal to be removed, 

refurbished in the shop and reinstalled on the 

structure. “Badly damaged pieces were removed 

and used as a pattern for oversized models,” 

{¢w¦/¢¦w9{ magazine reported. “New molds 

were then prepared and replacement pieces 

cast. Fit of the new pieces on the building was 

very good.” 

The protective coating system for the project 

was a prime coat of Tnemec Series 530          

Omnithane, a moisture-cured aromatic           

polyurethane, followed by an intermediate coat 

of Tnemec Series 66 Hi-Build Epoxoline, a       

polyamide epoxy and a finish coat of Tnemec 

Series 1075 Endura-Shield II, an aliphatic acrylic                   

polyurethane. “We had to go through a pretty 

extensive process for the off white 

color to be approved,” recalled Tnemec coating 

consultant Pat Murphy who was involved with 

the project during its early stages. “This is the 

most recognizable historic building in             

Philadelphia, so maintaining its architectural 

significance was a paramount consideration.” 

“The City Hall project has spanned nearly a           

decade,” Tnemec coating consultant Ed Enoch 

added. “Containment for the surface              

preparation and scaffolding was very expensive, 

so the owner wanted a coating system with 

long-lasting performance.” 

In 2009, the City Hall project received the             

prestigious Preservation Achievement Award 

from the Preservation Alliance of Greater           

Philadelphia. 

The project was 

selected by an 

independent 

jury of preser-

vation experts 

from through-

out the region 

and from many 

perspectives, 

according to an 

article in 

tƭŀƴtƘƛƭƭȅΦŎƻƳ. 
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FY 2009-2010 CHAPTER OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

 David Stutzman, AIA, CSI, CCS, SCIP ............ 609-628-2390 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

 Matthew McMonagle, CSI, CDT, LEED AP .... 973-667-0986 

VICE PRESIDENT 

 Sally Ries, LEED AP, CDT CSI ........................ 856-321-7646 

SECRETARY 

 Sara Sweeny, LEED AP, CDT CSI ................... 215-432-9469 

TREASURER 

 James M. Harduk, Jr., CSI, CCPR ................... 215-321-5300 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

 Steven T. Lawrey,AIA,  

NCARB CSI, CCS, CCCA, LEED AP BD+C ... 610-420-6582 

DIRECTORS 

James R. Stewart, RA,  P-2012……...215-368-5806 

 CSI, CCS, LEED AP 

Joseph Minarik, CSI, CDT P-2012……   609-628-2390 

Sally Reis, CSI CDT LEED AP I-2013……....856-321-7646 

Chris LaLonde, CSI CDT  I-2013….…...860-986-3810 

Jennifer Faller, CSI,   I-2012……....215-332-7709 

Al Kleinschmidt, AHC, CDT P-2012……....610-834-1012 

Ivan Blitz , CSI, CDT  P-2012……....215-627-4483 

Philadelphia Chapter Website (www.csiphila.org) 

 

CSI Headquarters  (www.csinet.org) 

110 South Union Street, Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22314 

Tel:  800-689-2900  ǐ  Local:  703-684-0300  ǐ  Fax:  703-684-
0465 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 Audit: Matthew McMonagle, CSI, CDT, LEED AP. ... 973-667-0986 

 Awards: Stephen Hornyak, CSI, CDT .......................... 302-765-2190 

 Certification: Richard R. Reinish,  ............................... 484-678-4882 

  AIA, CSI, CDT, LEED AP 

 Finance: David Stutzman, AIA, CSI, CCS, SCIP ........ 609-628-2390 

 Golf: Mark Kennedy, CSI, CDT ................................... 215-321-5300 

 House: Christine Mathies, CSI ..................................... 215-230-9852 

 Membership: Lizanne Pepin, CSI ................................ 484-896-8481 

 Nominating: Edward J. Retzbach, CSI, CDT ............... 856-582-4235 

 Planning: Vacant .............. , ......................................... xxx-xxx-xxxx 

 Programs: Walter Zapor, RA, ...................................... 215-368-5806 

  CSI, CCS, LEED AP 

 Publications: Wally Bates, CSI .................................... 610-551-3713 

 Technical: Robert Edwards, CSI .................................. 215-703-0623 

 Website: Darv Dombach, CSI....................................... 215-870-3730 

 

 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGION  (www.mar-csi.org) 

DIRECTOR: 

 Mitch A. Miller, CSI, CCS, AIA (Allentown PA) 610-559-6000, x664 

 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGION BOARD 

PRESIDENT: 

 Raymond E. Gains, FCSI, CCS, AIA (Central VA) .....  434-979-5245 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT: 
 Margaret G. Chewning, FCSI, CCS, CCCA  .............. 757-581-0428 
  (Tidewater VA) 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: 
 Michael S. Lechleitner, CSI, CDT .................. 814-472-7700, x1252 
  (Pennsylvania Railroad) 

SECRETARY: 
 Gail Lynn Nagie, CSI, CDT (Pittsburgh PA) ................  724-622-6301 

TREASURER: 
 Linda J. Pressler, CSI, CDT, AIA (Baltimore MD) ...... 410-293-1278 

 

Chapter Officers and Committee Chairmen  

http://www.csiphila.org
http://www.csinet.org
http://www.mar-csi.org

